
It is easier to prepare 
and prevent, than to 
repair and repent!

Do you have a Rescue 
Plan?

QUOTE: Ezra Taft Benson



Aims and objectives

Promote the safe and 

effective use of Powered 

Access world-wide

Promote and extend the 

use of Members’ 

products 

Represent the 

Industry in 

discussions at 

Government level

in user countries

Encourage the 

highest standards of 

safety

Provide for co-operation 

between all Members in 

the

discussion of common 

problems



Technical 

support

Exhibitions 

Conferences 

and seminars

Guidance & 

best practice

Safety 

initiatives

Research and 

development

What IPAF actually does

Standard 

development
Interpreting 

legislation

497 Training 

centres
1564 accredited 

instructors 

Internationally 

recognised training 

programmes

Promote the safe and 

effective use of Powered 

Access world-wide

Lobbying

+700,000  current

PAL cards

+158,000  operators

trained in 2016

Accident 

database and 

statistics



IPAF Accident Reporting 
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Companies who report are: 
HELPING MAKE OUR INDUSTRY 

SAFER!
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MEWP Industry Fatal Injury Rate - FIR

This is equal to 0.32 deaths per 1,000,000 MEWP 
operating days

66

A SAFE WAY TO WORK AT HEIGHT



Back to Basics
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Training

Centre

Users

Hire

Company

HELP – Getting the message out

Are your managers / 
supervisors trained?



HELP – Getting the messages out



Rescue Planning

▪ WHEN IS A RESCUE PLAN NEEDED?

▪ WHY DO YOU NEED A RESCUE PLAN?

▪ WHAT FACTORS NEED TO BE TAKEN INTO
CONSIDERATION?

▪ HOW TO PLAN YOUR RESCUE

• Ensure all MEWP operators are trained
and fully familiarised with the MEWP
(including use of auxiliary controls) and
the work to be performed

• Communicate the risk assessment and
safe method of work

• Familiarise qualified persons on the
ground or working near the individual
MEWP with the ground controls and
allow them to practice lowering the
raised platform



EXAMPLE RESCUE PLAN



CONSIDERATION FOR MID-AIR RESCUE

A mid-air, platform to platform rescue should only be considered in 

exceptional circumstances and only after:

• All normal and auxiliary lowering procedures have been attempted and 
the platform cannot be lowered. 

• Site management have contacted the appropriate service technician 
listed in the rescue plan, to report failure of normal and auxiliary 
lowering systems and request servicing assistance.

▪ ROPE EVACATION is a LAST RESORT – Guidance is being written / 
discussed by IPAF and the SFPSG. Watch the ipaf website. 

www.ipaf.org

http://www.ipaf.org/


Finally - Please Report Accidents



Thank you for listening

rdj@ipaf.org

Office:   +44 (0)1539 566 700

Mobile: +44 (0)7788 78 73 78

mailto:rdj@ipaf.org



